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How to use this pack:  
1. This pack is intended for Year 5 and Year 6 students and focuses on the theme ‘PLACES 

AROUND THE WORLD’. 
 
2. Perhaps students could start by covering the Listening and Reading Tasks first to prepare 

them for the Speaking and Writing Tasks.  Suggestion: Do a speaking task and a writing task 
closer to the end of the week and encourage your children to use the vocabulary they learned 
in the reading and listening tasks. Also, encourage your children to use the ‘writing frames’ 
included in the pack.   You might wish to follow the guidelines below: 

 Skill Task Pages 
Monday Listening It’s Holiday Time 3-5 
Tuesday Reading Postcards from Egypt 

Italy and the USA infographic 
charts 

6-9 

Wednesday Speaking Role Play 
Presentation 

10-11 

Thursday Writing Postcard 
Non-Chronological Report 

12-17 

Friday Literature Prose: Gulliver’s Travels  18-19 
 
4. The Literature Tasks can be done on any day throughout the week. It is not only meant to 

promote reading but it also helps expand language awareness and structure and encourage 
different levels of interpretation and connection with oneself, the world and other texts. The 
aim is to enjoy reading literary texts.  

 
5. The Idioms section exposes students to several idioms, which they can use in their writing and 

speaking tasks.  
 
6. The Try to Watch and Read section not only supplements the topic but it exposes the students 

to the theme in an entertaining way. Then fill in a book and/or film review about one of the 
suggested books and/or movies.  

 
7. We hope you find this resource pack useful. Any suggestions or feedback would be 

appreciated. Feel free to contact      Ms Pamela Zerafa (Education Officer): 
pamela.zerafa@ilearn.edu.mt (25982067) or Ms Mary Jude Camilleri (HoD): 
mary.jude.camilleri@ilearn.edu.mt for more information.  

 
 

mailto:pamela.zerafa@ilearn.edu.mt
mailto:mary.jude.camilleri@ilearn.edu.mt
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LISTENING TASK 

It’s Holiday Time 

Pre-Listening/Warmer 

Look at this picture. Say aloud the first word 
that comes to your mind.   

 

Ask:  Have you ever been on a holiday abroad? Have you ever visited a new place 
in Malta or Gozo? Why do we go on holiday? 

- Before you went on holiday what did you do? (packed your luggage, ensured 
that your pet would be taken care of, locked everywhere, got the right currency, 
booked transport, hotel …)  

- During the holiday where did you go? What did you do? (visited new places, took 
photos, ate in restaurants, bought souvenirs … ) What kind of transport did you 
use most? Where the locals helpful? Where did you stay? …  

- After the holiday what did you do? (emptied the luggage, seen all the photos, 
displayed the new souvenir … ) 
 

If the student has never been on a holiday, ask the following questions: Where 
would you like to go? Why? What is the thing that you would like to do most? What 
do you expect to happen during your holiday?  

Listening 

Procedure for Listening 

a) First, the students read the questions.  
b) Then click on this link for the text 

http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs  
or read the text below. The text is heard for the first time.  

c) Students attempt to answer the questions.  
d) Read the text. Text is heard for the second time.  
e) Students try to complete all of the tasks.  
f) Final revision of answers by students 

http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
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A. Fill in this table by writing Chris, Karen or Tara near the countries they will 
each visit and under the places where they are going to stay.   

The USA: ______ France:  ______ Ireland:  ______ 

   

________ 

 
 

 
 

 
_________ 

 
 
 
 
 

_________ 
B.  What are Chris, Karen and Tara going to do on holiday? Match the people to 

the activities.  

 

 

 

Chris     Karen    Tara 

 

 

 

Post-listening 

Fill in your 
own 
passport. 

 

 

Signature: 
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READING TASKS 

Reading Task 1: When do people send postcards? Why do they send them?  

1 

2 

3 

4 
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1. Who wrote the postcard to: 
a) Mandy?     _______________________________ 
b) Rod?    _______________________________ 
c) Leroy?     _______________________________ 
d) Bob?    _______________________________ 
 

2. Write three facts about the Aswan Dam. 
a) _____________________________________________________ 
b) _____________________________________________________ 
c) _____________________________________________________ 
 

3. Explain what the following are: 
a) a souk     _______________________________ 
b) Arabic    _______________________________ 
c) felucca    _______________________________ 
d) falafel    _______________________________ 
e) mangoes    _______________________________ 

 
4. In which postcard can you find information about: 

a) means of transportation?  _______________________________ 
b) the Arabic alphabet?   _______________________________ 
c) Egyptian food?   _______________________________ 
d) buildings?   _______________________________ 

 
5. Which of the things described on the postcards would you like to do or see? 

Why? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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Reading Task 2 – Now compare and contrast these two infographics. Infographics 
are a collection of pictures, charts, and some text that gives an easy-to-
understand information about a topic.  
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1. Circle True (T) or False (F). 

a. Italy and the USA have different currencies.    T F 
b. There are islands near both countries.     T F 
c. The flags of these two countries have stripes.    T F 
d. Ice cream in Italy is cheaper.       T F 
e. The capital of the USA is Washington DC.      T F 
f. The car is a popular means of transport only in Italy.   T F 
g. If you are going to measure your height in the USA the        T F                      

measurement is going to be in metres.  
h. San Francisco is in Italy.        T F 

 

2. From the texts, find the name of: 

a. a fruit _________________ 
b. a volcano _________________ 
c. a mammal _________________ 

d. a bird _________________ 
e. a state _________________ 

 

3. Which of the two countries would you like to visit? _____________________ 

    Why? ______________________________________________________ 

 

4. A landmark can be a building, a large tree, statue … that is easy to see, is 
important and easy to recognise. Now look up a famous landmark in Italy or USA 
and fill in this fact file.  

Name of landmark:  Picture or Drawing: 
Name of city:   
What is it?  

 
Why is it 
important?  
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SPEAKING TASKS 

Speaking Task 1 – Role Play 

 
Imagine you are a tourist who just landed in Malta. You visit a tourist information 
office to ask for information on places to visit. Start the role-play. You can invert 
the roles and pretend to be the tourist information centre assistant.  Use the above 
map for reference. 

 
These sentence starters can help you! 
 Good morning!  
 How can I help you? 
 I’d like to … please! 
 What ... in mind? 
 I always dreamed of … 
 I’ve always wanted to 

see/visit … 
 Sounds great!  
 If you like art/shops/ … 

you can … 
 Thanks! I’ll … 
 Wonderful!  

 I would like  to… 
 I’m interested … 
 Where can I 

visit/see/enjoy …? 
 What can you tell me …? 
 What are the opening 

and closing hours of …?  
 Which place is closest 

to/furthest away from 
…? 

 How much are …? 
 Can you book …? 

 Can I … ? 
 Which place do you 

suggest for …? 
 Let me help you. 
 How do you spell …? 
 How many tickets do 

you need …? 
 Let me check! 
 Where is the…? 
 How can I get there? 
 Does this bus/street/…? 
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Speaking Task 2 – Presentation   

Read this text. This is called an itinerary. An itinerary is a detailed plan for a 
journey, including a list of places to be visited, and other information such as the 
dates, places of residence, and transportation to be used during the journey. 
Itineraries can be found online or collected from travel agencies. Some tours send 
their itineraries in our mail.  

 

You are going to imagine that your friend/relative from abroad is going to visit our 
islands for five days. Plan a 5-day itinerary of the things you will be visiting and 
doing in the morning, afternoon and evening. Mention places you will visit, food 
you will eat, activities you will do and people you will meet. This link can help you 
https://www.theworldwasherefirst.com/malta-itinerary-seven-days/ 

You can create an actual itinerary and: 

 share and discuss it with your family, friends and teacher by means of a 
PowerPoint Presentation; OR 

 create a Flipgrid by clicking on the following link https://flipgrid.com/c42a6af3. 
You can download your Flipgrid and share it with your teacher.  
 

https://www.theworldwasherefirst.com/malta-itinerary-seven-days/
https://flipgrid.com/c42a6af3
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WRITING TASKS 

For templates and guidelines, please refer to the Writing Resource Pack attached or via this link:  
https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/syllabi_as_from_sept_2018/Documents/Yr03_to_Yr06_English/E

nglish_Level_5_Writing_Genre_Resource_Pack_2020.pdf 

Short Writing Task  

Postcard  

Emma is on 
holiday in 
Dubrovnik, a 
city in 
Croatia.  

She picked a 
postcard with 
the picture of 
one of the 
main tourist 
sites and wrote a message on the back 
for her friend Emma.  

Read the postcard. You are going to pretend to be abroad and like Emma you are 
going to write a postcard to your friend. Keep these question prompts in mind: 

 Where are you? 
 Who are you with? 
 Where are you 

staying?  

 What’s the weather 
like? 

 What did you do the 
day before? 

 What are your plans 
for the next day? 

 

If you need help to choose the place you are writing from listen to this medley: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdsPrZuAdhE 

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/syllabi_as_from_sept_2018/Documents/Yr03_to_Yr06_English/English_Level_5_Writing_Genre_Resource_Pack_2020.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/syllabi_as_from_sept_2018/Documents/Yr03_to_Yr06_English/English_Level_5_Writing_Genre_Resource_Pack_2020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdsPrZuAdhE
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The writing 
frames can help 
you.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 phrases/sentences you can use: 
 I’m having a lovely / great 

time. 
 I’m thinking of you. 
 The weather's been lovely / 

gorgeous. 
 It's our third day in ... 

 I’m flying back on the ... 
 I've only got three days to go. 
 I've caught the sun a bit. 
 Don't think much of the food. 
 Say hello to ... 
 Wish you were here. 
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When you are 
ready, go through 
the success criteria 
for writing a 
postcard and make 
sure you can tick 
them all.  
 

Write your postcard here. Don’t forget the address! 



English Primary Department (2020) 
 
 

15 
 

Long Writing Task  
A non-chronological report 
Choose a country you would like to visit. Do some research on this country and 
collect and organise the information under different headings. Then write a 
detailed report and share it with your teacher. 
Here is an example of a report.   
 

 
 
Other possible headings are: Climate; Landmarks; Currency; People and Culture; 
National Celebrations; Customs and Traditions; Popular Food, Famous Persons; 
Interesting Facts … 
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This writing frame can help you. 
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Then make sure you can tick all the succes criteria for a non-chronological report. 
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LITERATURE TASK 

Pre-Reading/Warmer Task:  
Meet Lemuel Gulliver. 
Lemuel Gulliver is the fictional protagonist and 
narrator of Gulliver's Travels, a 
fictional satire by Jonathan Swift. Lemuel Gulliver 
visits: 

a) Lilliput, a land of little people 
b) Brobdingnag, a land of big people 
c) Laputa, a land of intelligent but useless people 
d) Houyhnhnm, a land of horses. 

Swift wrote the novel for adults to show that some people and governments were 
wrong. The story was intended to make them change. 

Note: A fictional satire is a funny piece of writing which makes fun of someone or 
something in order to uncover the problems and weaknesses of that someone or 
something.  
 
You are going to read an excerpt from the book. Now try to learn new words 
from the text by matching the words with their meaning. 
 
a survivor  stretching beyond 
b horizon  a person who outlives an accident, illness, war, etc. 
c astonishment  tied securely 
d fastened  to make a hole in or through 
e straining  a person or animal that lives in a place 
f peered  the line where the earth or sea seems to meet the sky 
g instance   a drink that has a special or magical effect on someone 
h pierced  great surprise or wonder 
i captors  only just 
j inhabitants  a copy of something that is much smaller 
k miniature  to look narrowly or curiously 
l scarcely   someone who has captured a person or thing 
m potion  a certain point or situation 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Fiction
https://kids.kiddle.co/Satire
https://kids.kiddle.co/Jonathan_Swift
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Main Task: Read this excerpt. Then play the Kahoot quiz on your tablet by clicking 
on this link: https://kahoot.it/challenge/01595934?challenge-id=fc800eef-9fac-
4ec3-8137-9b6d6d7f4942_1591871525348  

 

https://kahoot.it/challenge/01595934?challenge-id=fc800eef-9fac-4ec3-8137-9b6d6d7f4942_1591871525348
https://kahoot.it/challenge/01595934?challenge-id=fc800eef-9fac-4ec3-8137-9b6d6d7f4942_1591871525348
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Post-Reading Task: Now click on this link 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBqmniLGEh8. This is the movie version of 
the above event. Write down the similarities between the text and the video clip.  
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBqmniLGEh8
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Extra Activities 

Landmarks 

In the long writing task you were asked to write a non-chronological report about 
a country of your choice. Write a non-chronological report about a famous world 
landmark which you have or wish to vist.  

 

Listen to this song for some famous landmark inspiration. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BrHbvgNbRpQ 

You can use PicCollage on your tablet or use this writing frame to help you:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BrHbvgNbRpQ
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Writing models of reports on 
famous landmarks. 
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The Seven Wonders of the World 

Have you ever heard of the Seven Wonders?  

The Seven Wonders of the Ancient World 
were those recognised as superior 
sculptural and architectural achievements. 
They were: 

 The Pyramids of Giza 
 The Hanging Gardens of Babylon 
 Colossus of Rhodes 
 The Lighthouse of Alexandria 
 Statue of Zeus at Olympus 
 Temple of Artemis 
 Mausoleum at Halicarnassus 

After a six-year-long global voting process (that included one million votes), the 
"New" Seven Wonders of the World were announced on July 7, 2007. The 
Pyramids of Giza, the oldest and only 
Ancient Wonder still standing, are included 
as an honorary candidate. 

The New Seven Wonders are:  

 The Taj Mahal 
 The Colosseum in Rome 
 Machu Picchu 
 Petra 
 Christ the Redeemer 
 The Great Wall of China 
 Chichen Itza 

 

Now complete the following tasks: 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/the-mausoleum-at-halicarnassus-1434535
https://www.thoughtco.com/china-printables-1833908
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Task 1:  

Learning Apps: 

Click on this link to play a game about the Ancient Seven Wonders 
https://learningapps.org/9870243  

Click on this link to play a game about the New Seven Wonders 
https://learningapps.org/5474023  

Task 2:  

Task 3: 

After learning about the Ancient and New Seven Wonders, make a PowerPoint 
presentation about either the Seven Ancient Wonders, the Seven New Wonders or 
one specific wonder. Share it with your teacher. 

https://learningapps.org/9870243
https://learningapps.org/5474023
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Idioms: 

IDIOM MEANING EXAMPLE SENTENCE 

it’s all Greek to 
me 

hard to understand 
I tried to read about the 
elections, but it’s all Greek to me. 

Indian summer 

 

warm, sunny weather in 
autumn, when it should 

be getting cooler 

 I can’t believe it’s November and 
we’re swimming. What an Indian 
summer! 

more holes than 
Swiss cheese 

incomplete, lacking 
important details 

Sandra’s story has more holes 
than Swiss cheese. 

Double Dutch nonsense 
Can you understand algebra? It’s 
double Dutch to me. 

when in Rome, 
do as the 
Romans do 

when you’re in a new 
place, follow the 

examples of the people 
around you 

When I went on holiday to Sri 
Lanka, I used my hands to eat 
curry like everyone else. When in 
Rome, do as the Romans do! 

Rome was not 
built in a day 

you cannot expect to 
achieve important 

things in a short period 
of time 

Ron should take his time and 
practise playing the piano instead 
of taking an exam so soon. Rome 
wasn’t built in a day.  

s/he could sell 
ice to Eskimos 

 

s/he can persuade 
people to agree to 

things they don’t need 

That guy could sell ice to Eskimos 
because he was able to persuade 
my dad to buy a kettle even 
though we have a new one.  

New York minute 

 
a very short time 

It only took a New York minute 
for Tania to accept the offer.  
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Task 1: Do your own research! Find at least three more idioms with or about 
places. What do they mean? List them here and write their meaning.  

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

 

Task 2: Idioms Charades 

Write each idiom on a piece of paper. Pick one but keep it a secret from the other 
players. The other players must guess the idiom from your actions. Finally invert 
the roles and try to guess the idioms yourself.  

 

Try to watch and read: 

Try to read the book Gulliver’s Travels. You can also watch the movie and 
compare the contrast the two versions. Which one do you like best? 

 

Watching movies can be a form of armchair travel. Some animated films have 
real-life backgrounds. Start learning more about different destinations by 
watching:  

a) Happy Feet to discover Antarctica 
b) Moana to discover the South Pacific 
c) The Secret Life of Pets to discover New York 
d) Madagascar to discover Madagascar  
e) Finding Nemo to discover Australia 
f) Frozen to discover Norway 
g) Rio to discover Rio de Janiero  
h) Kung Fu Panda to discover China 
i) Ratatoille to discover Paris 
j) Paddington Bear to discover London 
k) Coco to discover Mexico  
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Then fill in a Book Review about one of these books and send it on 
pamela.zerafa@ilearn.edu.mt.  

mailto:pamela.zerafa@ilearn.edu.mt
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We look forward to know what you think of our suggested film. Fill in this film 
review and send it on: pamela.zerafa@ilearn.edu.mt  

mailto:pamela.zerafa@ilearn.edu.mt
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 Material taken/adapted from: 

https://www.twinkl.com.mt/ 
https://familytravel.com.au/country-infographics-facts-for-  
https://www.thoughtco.com/new-seven-wonders-of-the-world-printables-
1832308 
https://www.sparklebox.co.uk/previews/11576-11600/sb11584-non-
chronological-report-writing-frames.html 
40 Listening Activities for Lower-Level Class by Scholastic 
Reading Comprehension 5  by Louis Fidge. 
Focus Comprehension 4 by John Jackman 
 
Answers: 

Listening Task  

A        B 

 
 
 
Reading Task 1 
1 a Stephen b Walter c Wesley d Bruce 
2 People built Aswan Dam./It was built across the Nile to hold the river 
back./There is a big lake on the other side of the dam./The water in the dam is 
used to make electricity./It is nearly four kilometres across./It is more than two 
miles across.  
3 a a market b the language of Egypt c small sailing boat  d Egyptian food 
made with beans fried with spices and shaped into little balls  e fruit 
4 a 3 b 2 c 1 d 4 
Reading Task 2  

1 a T b T c T d F e T f F g F h F 

2 a olive b Mount Vesuvius  c bison d bald eagle                  
e San Marino/Vatican city/Alaska/California  

https://www.twinkl.com.mt/
https://familytravel.com.au/country-infographics-facts-for-kids/
https://www.thoughtco.com/new-seven-wonders-of-the-world-printables-1832308
https://www.thoughtco.com/new-seven-wonders-of-the-world-printables-1832308
https://www.sparklebox.co.uk/previews/11576-11600/sb11584-non-chronological-report-writing-frames.html
https://www.sparklebox.co.uk/previews/11576-11600/sb11584-non-chronological-report-writing-frames.html
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Literature Task  
 
 

 

 

Reading for Pleasure 

Don’t forget to read for at least 20 minutes a day. Some free eBooks are available on the 
following sites: 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/  

http://www.storiesfromtheweb.org/earlyyears/sfw07_stories.asp  

http://www.littlegiraffes.com/storyprops1.html  

http://www.storyplace.org/preschool/other.asp  

http://www.priorywoods.middlesbrough.sch.uk/kidsonly/story/story.htm  

http://www.schoolexpress.com/storytime.php  

http://www.storylineonline.net  

https://www.worldbookday.com/  

If you want someone to read to you, you can always go online and choose a story which 
tickles your fancy: 

https://www.storylineonline.net/  

Teachers and Parents, for more resources, you can visit: 
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/resources  

or the official curriculum website: 

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/syllabi_as_from_sept_2018/Pages/yr03_to_yr06 
_English.aspx     

or the Digital Resources tab: 
https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/digital_resources/Pages/Primary-EnglishResources.aspx  

or teleskola.mt  

Don’t forget to tune in on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 3.30 pm on TVM 2 to watch fun and 
educational clips on Teleskola.TV.  

END OF DOCUMENT 
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